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COLLEGE SUNDAY
by ALEX CASHMER

On Sunday, November 11th, UKirk students had the pleasure of creating and leading a service at First Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa. 13
students helped usher in the congregation, lead worship, and deliver
sermons at the 8:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. services. The student interns are
to thank for putting together this organized, memorable service. While
all UKirk students involved played an important role, a special thank you
is due to our three interns who delivered sermons; Lara Cuomo, Elise
Turner, and Audrey Webb.
Lara Cuomo based her sermon on Mark 12:38-44, covering “Warning
Against the Teachers of the Law” and “The Widow’s Offering”. Upon reading this passage, Cuomo reminisced on her time in high school, specifically the tendency of her peers to volunteer only for the sake of college
applications. The passage served as a reminder to give with our whole
hearts and with pure intent, similar to the widow in the story.
Elise Turner spoke on current events in local and national news where
love was difficult to find. After commemorating the lives lost at “College
Country Night” in Thousand Oaks, CA and the mass shooting at the Tree of
Life synagogue, she shared Tory Kelly’s song “Help Us to Love”. The song
helped Turner remain grounded during these times of turmoil and seeming absence of love and compassion. She reminded us the little acts of
love can make a big difference in cultivating love in our community.
Continued on the next page...

Greetings from Bama Ukirk!
We may be sad to come back
to class, but we are excited
to start back up with UKirk
for the spring semester. I
hope that you will read here
some of the exciting things
we have been doing since
our last issue and read up on
things that we have planned
for the spring. I am looking
forward to another great semester with these awesome
students!
-Bennett Alldredge,
Interim Director of Campus
Ministries
Visit our parent ministry, the
First Presbyterian Church
of Tuscaloosa!
900 Greensboro Ave.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
www.fpctusc.org
205.752.3531
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Audrey Webb rounded off the three sermons
with a reading from John 3:16-18, which challenged us to not only remember the lengths
Jesus went to to show his love for us, but to
do the same for our brothers and sisters.
While this task seems nearly impossible to
conceptualize in our everyday lives, Webb
helps put it into perspective. Her bedside
table fashions a small canvas which showcases the Latin word “ideo,” meaning “therefore”. Ideo is what links Jesus’ sacrifice to
our current lives. As Webb said, “John says
God loves us so much -- ideo; therefore -- we
should extend that love to others.”
The messages shared by these college-age
ministers were comparable to that of seasoned professionals. Their passion for
spreading God’s love to those around them
shined through every part of the service, from
their eloquent words each minor detail. Their
time and energy poured into the event was
evident and made for a memorable, impactful
service.

FRIENDSGIVING
by AMY BARBER

On Thursday November 15th, UKirk students
gathered at the home of students Walter
Kahrs, Nick McKenzie, and Tyler Calderwood
in order to celebrate Thanksgiving together
before the break. Before dinner, we shared
laughs, played games, and caught up with
each other while the turkey finished cooking
in the oven. Then, we all gathered to bless
the food and thank God for the opportunity
to be together before filling our plates with
the variety of dishes cooked and brought by
everyone. Throughout the room, we enjoyed
great food and even better company while
discussing everything from finals coming up
to our families’ Thanksgiving traditions.
After a huge meal of homemade bread, delicious sides, and a huge turkey, we all continued to spend time in fellowship together
by listening to music and sampling the many
pies, cookies, and cakes for dessert. Later,
we moved out to the backyard to sit around
the fire and share some more laughs before
returning to our homework and end-of-semester responsibilities. Though it lasted only
a few hours, this year’s Friendsgiving was a
great opportunity to spend time together before the Thanksgiving break and an excellent
reminder of why we are so thankful to have
UKirk.

Upcoming Events:

January 15
First UKirk Worship of 2019
UKirkers return to UPerk for the first
regular Tuesday gathering of the
year.

February 8-10
Columbia Winter Retreat
Students will attend our annual retreat to the
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA for
a weekend of fellowship and discernment.

HUMANS OF UKIRK: ALLISON BOTHWELL
by AMY BARBER

Allison Bothwell is a sophomore from Yellow Springs, Ohio, majoring in Anthropology at the University of Alabama. She has been
involved with UKirk since her first semester freshman year, and
she continues to be involved through attending worship each
Tuesday night and other events such as retreats, Homekirkins, and
mission trips.
When asked to recall her favorite memory throughout her time in
UKirk, Allison answered, “I have loved every trip we have gone on,
but the mission trip to New Orleans last semester was definitely
my favorite! It was so much fun to bond more with some people in
UKirk while we got to work with Habitat for Humanity and RHINO
(Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans). I especially loved when we got
to volunteer at Magnolia Community Services. I am extremely
grateful for all of the opportunities that trip brought me.”
In addition to being involved with UKirk, Allison works with third and fourth graders every Wednesday
as a LOGOS intern at First Presbyterian. On the subject of her role in children’s ministry, Allison said,
“LOGOS has given me the opportunity to get more involved within the church, which is something I
am very grateful for. I love watching the kids learn so much every week all while having fun. It’s also a
great midweek break for me that I always look forward to!”
From her dedication to both UKirk and serving elementary schoolers each week, Allison is a sweet,
fun-loving friend whom our ministry would not be complete without.

MONTREAT
by SETH ERIKSEN

Over Winter Break a number of our students packed onto the
church bus and headed up to Montreat, NC for the annual College
Conference. Deep in the mountains of western North Carolina,
students from all over gathered for four days for worship and fellowship. Through numerous enlightening workshops and keynote
speakers (the likes of which included leading voice in the interfaith
movement Eboo Patel as well as residents of the Swannanoa Valley
Correctional Center) students learned how to put into action this
year’s theme of Compassionate Community. Our UKirkers also got
to enjoy the local sights, taking trips to explore the nearby town of
Black Mountain and to hike to the top of Lookout Mountain. Montreat
proved to once again be a favorite of our students, one they will undoubtedly be back to enjoy in 2020.

Check out
our associated
ministry:

A Non Profit coffee shop that strives to be
a space for ALL people. A portion of all
proceeds go back to the community that
we love & serve. For more info on our
mission visit uperk.org.

UKIRK RESOLUTIONS

EDITORIAL

We asked a couple of our students what
their resolutions were for 2019. Here were
their responses:
“To learn American Sign Language.”
- Amy, Junior
“Daily meditation, and to watch more Ted
Talks or documentaries instead of Netflix.”
- Marla, Senior
“To read more books.”

- Aly, Sophomore

“To listen more and talk less.”

- Elise, Senior

“Daily Meditation and less caffeine.”
- Lara, Junior
“To become a morning person.”
- Lauren, Senior
The members of our Congregational and
Alumni Engagement Committee work hard
to put together the UKirk Chronicle on a
quarterly basis. Meet our team:
Seth Eriksen - Chair
Junior, Delaware City, DE
Amy Barber
Junior, Alabaster, AL
Alex Cashmer
Sophomore, Milwaukee, WI

Spring semesters have always been rather rough
for me. As far back as I can remember, whether
it’s been college, high school, or even younger
than that, there’s always been something lacking in those first few months of a year. For one
thing, there’s the absence of such family-oriented
celebrations as Thanksgiving or Christmas. The
weather is still absurdly cold (perhaps colder),
proportional to the growth in one’s desire to no
longer be cooped up inside all the time. And let’s
not forget the greatest outrage of all, the absence
of football (although, Alabama is a basketball
school now)!
Very often this can be the time of year when work
has been dragging one down just a little too long,
and it can be easy to feel as though any sort of
respite is still far away. In such times, I find it best
to learn from the lessons of the holidays that have
just passed. Lean into your loved ones, your support systems, your communities. Don’t be afraid to
share your problems and ask for help. That’s what
they are there for! Give thanks for the people in
your life, and they will no doubt be grateful for your
presence in their lives over the course of next year.
Have a blessed 2019,
- Seth Eriksen

The community at UKirk is a campus ministry like no other. This tight-knit group of students does
much more than weekly worship. We spend time together outside of Tuesday nights through
intramurals, Thursday lunches, and game nights. We go on overnight retreats throughout the year,
ranging from nights on the lake to Montreat. Mission trips are offered throughout the year with
other volunteer opportunities right here in Tuscaloosa. Our members all come from different walks
of life, yet find a common home at UKirk. We can’t keep all of this up without your help. If you would
like to support First Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa’s UKirk or UPerk ministries, initiatives and
community partnerships, please visit fpctusc.org to make an online donation. All donations are tax
deductible and will go towards furthering the mission of the college and community ministries.

